
    

In my house, I’m seen as being somewhat anti-Christmas. But only because I think a tree 
shouldn’t go up till the 2nd week of December. These weeks before Christmas, this 

season of Advent, once had a Lenten feel - a time to reflect on the darkness in the world. 
It was meant to humbly recognize why we needed God’s intervention. Our culture likes to 

distract us from this need, telling us that buying stuff and having parties and the 
sentimental mentality is the solution. But our faith tells us that Christ is our only hope. So, 

it’s not that we don’t celebrate but rather wait for Christmas and celebrate in due time 
(and for weeks after!!). If you’d like to chat more about this, please seek me out! ~ 

Michael Dyck, Spiritual Life Lead  

 

 

 

 
. 

It’s hard to believe how quickly this year has flown by. In brief 
reflection, 2023 was an exciting year for many reasons. First and 
foremost, as we cautiously concluded the COVID pandemic, we 
were able to recover, restore and rebuild many things that were 
disrupted because of the pandemic. Our residents and tenants 
were engaged in so many quality events and activities. It was 

exciting to see all the great pictures and read the stories of the 
activities people participated in. Most recently, the Christmas 

Bazaar led by the Pleasant Manor Ladies Auxiliary was very well 
attended and was testament to the value we place on social 

interactions. It was great to hear voices of contentment for being 
able to gather again as a community of faith and heritage in 

support of Pleasant Manor. This year we received final approval 
from the Ontario government to build our new 160-bed long-term 
care home.  As I write this article, Cotton Construction is removing 
topsoil preparing the site for further excavation and constructing 
the footings and foundation. On behalf of our Board of Directors 

and staff, we wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
~ Tim Siemens, CEO 
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December 
Highlights 

 
 
 

Catholic Mass  
December 1 

 
Music Therapy with 
Molly and Childrens 

Choir    
December 4  

 
NOTL Tractor 

Parade 
December 14 

 
Christmas Lunch 

Banquet 
December 19  

 
Music with Mendelt  

December 19 
 
Music with Jake and 

Keith  
December 21 

 
Christmas Party with 

John Pebble  
December 23  

 
Baking New Years 

Portzelky  
December 29  

 
 

Preacher’s Ponderings 

On December 19th residents 
will have a Christmas Lunch 

Banquet. Special themed 
desserts will also be on the 
menu during the week of 

Christmas.  Between December 1st - 15th, there will be collection 
bin available to donate items to the local NOTL food 
bank. The donation bin will be located outside the 

main office by the Christmas tree. Let’s join together 
as a community and support families in NOTL. Please 

see posters near bulletin boards for items that are 
most needed.      

Christmas Lunch 

      
Food Bank Donations! 

- Carmen Todd- 1st  
- Dora Helmel- 3rd  
- Ben Buholtz- 12th  
- Ed Andres- 20th  
- Gertrude Klassen- 23rd   

 
 

Happy December Birthday To…  

Clothing Labels Reminder   
With the upcoming Christmas season, just a 

reminder that if you are bringing in clothing or 
blankets in for residents, please make sure to 

have them labelled. New items can be 
dropped off at the nursing station to be 

labelled.  



    

In my house, I’m seen as being somewhat anti-Christmas. But only because I think a tree 
shouldn’t go up till the 2nd week of December. These weeks before Christmas, this 

season of Advent, once had a Lenten feel - a time to reflect on the darkness in the world. 
It was meant to humbly recognize why we needed God’s intervention. Our culture likes to 

distract us from this need, telling us that buying stuff and having parties and the 
sentimental mentality is the solution. But our faith tells us that Christ is our only hope. So, 

it’s not that we don’t celebrate but rather wait for Christmas and celebrate in due time 
(and for weeks after!!). If you’d like to chat more about this, please seek me out! ~ 

Michael Dyck, Spiritual Life Lead  
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It’s hard to believe how quickly this year has flown by. In brief 
reflection, 2023 was an exciting year for many reasons. First and 
foremost, as we cautiously concluded the COVID pandemic, we 
were able to recover, restore, and rebuild many things that were 
disrupted because of the pandemic. Our residents and tenants 
were engaged in so many quality events and activities. It was 

exciting to see all the great pictures and read the stories of the 
activities people participated in. Most recently, the Christmas 

Bazaar led by the Pleasant Manor Ladies Auxiliary was very well 
attended and was testament to the value we place on social 

interactions. It was great to hear voices of contentment for being 
able to gather again as a community of faith and heritage in 

support of Pleasant Manor. This year we received final approval 
from the Ontario government to build our new 160-bed long-term 
care home.  As I write this article, Cotton Construction is removing 
topsoil preparing the site for further excavation and constructing 
the footings and foundation. On behalf of our Board of Directors 

and staff, we wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
~ Tim Siemens, CEO 
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December 
Highlights 

 
 
 

Catholic Mass  
December 1 

 
Hymn Sing with 

Stephen   
December 5 & 19  

 
Christmas Lights Bus 

Trip  
December 12 

 
Christmas Concert 

with James Gay 
December 13 

 
NOTL Tractor 

Parade 
December 14 

 
Christmas Craft and 

Bake Sale  
December 16  

 
Christmas Lunch   

December 19 
 
Music with Mendelt  

December 19 
 

Music with Tristan 
Alexander 

December 20  
 

Preacher’s Ponderings 

On December 19th all tenants 
will receive a complimentary 

Christmas Lunch. The meals will 
be prepackaged and delivered 

to each tenant’s door or to 
those who eat in the dinning 

room. Between December 1st - 15th there will be collection 
bin available to donate items to the local NOTL food 
bank. The donation bin will be located outside the 

main office by the Christmas tree. Let’s join together 
as a community and support families in NOTL. Please 

see posters near bulletin boards for items that are 
most needed.      

Christmas Lunch 

      
Food Bank Donations! 

Edith Heinrichs- 2nd 
Marion Perry- 4th 
Abe Epp- 8th 
Elvira Hildebrandt- 8th 
Adine Enns- 9th 
Walter Willms- 10th  
Elsie Murtland- 15th  
Harriet Milne- 18th  
 
 

Happy December Birthday To…  

Christmas Craft and Bake Sale   
Tenant Council is hosting a craft and bake sale on 
Saturday, December 16th from 9am - 11:30am in 

the Creekview Link. Council is accepting 
donations of crafts and baked goods. All proceeds 

are used to purchase essentials, improvements, 
and activities at Pleasant Manor. All are welcome 

to attend!  

Marie Lepp- 20th   
Ken Goertz- 20th 
Gertrude Hildebrand- 20th 
Mary Rempel- 21st 
Doris Smith- 23rd 
Donald Legere- 23rd   
Dorothy German- 27th 
 


